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From the Principal’s Desk 
 

 



Introducing the newest member of the Parcells Family: 
 

Jacob William Hartley 
(Principal Hartley’s Beautiful Baby Boy) 

Born: Thursday, January 12, 2017 
8.0 lbs, 20.0 inches 



The Counselors’ Corner 

 







Panther Parent Pointers:  Motivating Students during Second Semester 

While researching this article it was difficult to find evidence-based studies which prove there is a dip in stu-
dent motivation during the winter months.  However many parents and educators report that their students 
definitely struggle to stay motivated after winter break.  It is not uncommon for students to lose steam during 
the 3rd quarter, and 8th graders often struggle to stay motivated from January through June.   

Education.com, Keeping Kids Motivated During the Holidays by Anna Weinstein suggests ways teachers and 
parents can help children stay motivated and continue to do their best at school.  Motivational tips are also 
discussed in 10 Ways to Motivate Your Child to Do Better in School by Debbie Pincus, MS, LMHC found on 
Parents.com.  If you noticed your child’s motivation for school has decreased and their grades are slipping, 
try the following tips: 

Make sure your child continues to get physical exercise during cold months.  Keeping children active and ex-
posed to sunlight during winter can promote healthy mind/body connections and increase motivation. 

Teach your child how to use a sleep routine.  Set a regular bedtime and keep both sleep time and the half 
hour prior to sleep free from texting, TV and computer access.  Middle school students need about nine 
hours of sleep each night to support strong mental and physical health. 

Continue to expect consistent homework completion and enforce a daily homework time.  Debbie Pincus 
suggests using the, “when you… then”  rule when discussing school and homework expectations.   

Showing your child you continue to value their success at school by making positive comments and showing 
interest in day to day experiences.  Help your child make large assignments more manageable by breaking 
them down into smaller pieces. 

Utilizing school supports including teacher websites, Pinnacle and homework help when needed. 

Enjoying interactive family fun after school work is done. 

For questions or more information contact the Parcells support services team at 432-4600: 

Susan Fell, School Social Worker   Carla Palffy, Counselor           
Dr. Heather Carroll, School Psychologist  Kim Radant, Counselor 



Greetings from the English Department 
 
Spelling Bee News from the English Department 
 
On the morning of Tuesday, January 17th, the Parcells Spelling Bee took place in the auditorium. 
Thirty sixth, seventh, and eighth graders competed for 32 rounds to see who would be crowned 
champion. The spellers battled all morning until eighth-grader Luca Varanelli spelled “identical” to 
become the school champion. The school runner-up and seventh-grade winner was Sophia Graham; 
the sixth-grade winner was Lily Parker. The spellers did a tremendous job and should be proud of 
their efforts and accomplishments. Luca will now prepare for the Regional Bee on February 25th, 
where he will compete for the chance to go to Washington, D.C., to compete in the National Spelling 
Bee. Best of luck, Luca! 



Greetings from the Social Studies Department 



Greetings from the Math Department 
 

Algebra I:  Students took their mid-term in January.  The Algebra I teachers are happy to report that most 
students did extremely well.  Currently, students are studying the rules of exponents.  Then, they will 
begin factoring. 

Pre-Algebra:  Students are beginning the Systems of Equations unit.  This unit is not included in the text-
book and homework will consist mostly of worksheets. 

Math 7:  Students are continuing with the equations unit.  When that unit is complete, they will begin studying 
proportional reasoning. 

Math 6:  Students are continuing the fractions unit.  Next, they will study Data Analysis, including measures 
of central tendency (MCT) and collecting and displaying data. 

As third quarter begins, the winter doldrums set in.  As a consequence, many students 

struggle to stay motivated.  Please continue to check Pinnacle regularly. 

 

 



Greetings from the Science Department 
 

6th grade science students are wrapping up their current units and preparing to launch into 
space!  We’ll be studying the earth-moon-sun system and the planets. 
 
7th grade science is moving from Chemistry/Physical Science to Biology.  We will start with char-
acteristics of life and work our way through cells, photosynthesis, genetics, ecology and anatomy, 
rounded out the year with our dissection of frogs. 
 
8th graders are continuing to discover that everything that happens in the world can be measured 
and predicted using the magic of physics! 
 
Outside of the classroom, we are working hard to prepare for the Science Olympiad competition 
(Mar. 11) and the “You be the Chemist” qualifying test (Feb. 2). 
The Wayne County “You be the Chemist” regional competition will be held on Mar. 22 at Par-
cells.   Please join us as we cheer on our three yet-to-be-determined Parcells competitors. 



Greetings from the Choir Room! 
 
All choirs are busy working on their sight reading skills and learning their music for the annual Dis-
trict Choral Festival, which is scheduled for Monday, March 13th at Dakota High School. Please en-
courage your singers to practice daily at home with their online practice recordings. Even as little as 
5 or 10 minutes a day can make a huge difference! Regarding March 13th, a detailed permission 
slip will come home this month (as soon as we know our performance times), and we will definitely 
need adult chaperones. Stay tuned!  
 
Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp is hosting a scholarship audition day for our students on Friday, Feb. 10 
at Parcells during the school day.  Students can improve their audition skills by auditioning for this 
camp!  Singers don't need to prepare anything specific....they can happily audition with something 
as simple as "Happy Birthday" or even a tune from their choir binders.  If you are interested in learn-
ing more about Blue Lake, please visit bluelake.org.  
 
The Festivals of Music trip to Cleveland, Ohio is just around the corner (April 21-22) for our 7th and 
8th grade musicians.  Please call the travel agent, Jenny, at Bianco Tours to make your final pay-
ments - (734) 946-7021. 
  
As always, feel free to contact if you have any questions. Take care, 
 
Mrs. Leslie Saroli 
leslie.saroli@gpschools.org 



Greetings from the Art Department 
I’m excited to announce that I, Mrs. Mades, have been awarded with an Equipment and Supplies 
Grant from Michigan Youth Arts. Funds will be provided to purchase two display panels. We will use 
the display panels to showcase art in the hallways, at conferences and at an art show! Students will 
be encouraged to do their best work and display it for family and friends. My goal is for students to 
be proud of their work, while improving their self-esteem. We will use these panels for many, many 
years to come.  “This activity is supported by Michigan Youth Arts and the Michigan Council for Arts 
and Cultural Affairs.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An art contest was announced to all students for the yearbook this year. The Yearbook Club re-
ceived many submissions and voted for their favorites. The vote came down to two submissions. It 
was too hard to choose which one would win, so we decided to put one on the front and one on the 
back of the yearbook. Congratulations to eighth grader, Christian Garcia and seventh grader, Alexis 
Lambert. Both will have their art published on this school year’s yearbook, and will receive a free 
yearbook.  
 

Front Cover Back Cover 



Greetings from the Art Department (cont.) 
Correction, Parcells had 4 winners out of the 6,000 middle school submissions with only 1100 being 
awarded from grades 7-12. 



GYM SHORTS #5 
Athletic News and Information 
 

The Boys’ Basketball season is over and we are very proud of our Panthers.  Our 7th grade 

team was undefeated with a record of 12-0.  Congratulations to all athletes on a great season. 

Cheerleading also had a successful season and attended all our home basketball games as 

well as cheered at our last pep assembly.  Many schools do not offer cheerleading in the middle 

school and so we are grateful to have coaches to run this club sport here at Parcells. 

Girls Basketball has begun for 7th and 8th graders.  Our first home contest is Thursday Febru-

ary 16, 2017.   We have new coaches this season and the teams are working hard to represent 

Parcells. 

Wrestling will begin on February 1, 2017 and their first contest is February 28, 2017. Wrestlers 

can be 6, 7 and 8th graders, but 6th graders are not allowed to compete at our meets but can 

practice every day.  Any questions please contact Mrs. Gulick beth.gulick@gpschools.org or 

313.432.5404. 

Swimming for 6 – 8th grade will begin on March 1, 2017 right after school.  A meeting will be 

February 15, 2017 right after school. 

We are very excited of the talents and good sportsmanship of our athletes!!  Please come sup-

port our students!  Check the athletic website for game times and locations. 

GO PANTHERS! 

 



Greetings from Lifeskills and Student Council 
 

Life Skills News 
 
It’s hard to believe that our school year is already half over!  I wanted to welcome all new students 
to Foods and Exploratory Life Skills classes for second semester.  Foods classes will begin with a 
quick unit on Kitchen Safety.  We will also discuss measuring, and kitchen tools.  Students should 
plan to get started cooking right away, and should plan to cook 2-3 days per week each week.  
Follow Parcells Life Skills on Pinterest and I will follow you back, this is a neat way to 
share recipes!  You can also follow Parcells Foods on Instagram to see student crea-
tions. 
 
Exploratory Life Skills for 6

th
 graders will begin the semester with their sewing unit!  

Please watch for a letter home regarding our machine sewing project. 
 
All Life Skills students should know that we are dangerously low on soap- both hand soap and dish 
soap.  Please consider making a donation. 
 
Life Skills club will begin Monday 11/30 and will run through early April, always on Monday’s.  If 
your student wasn’t able to fit Life Skills into their schedule, please have them check out our club!  
It’s a great experience and lots of fun J  
 

 

Student Council News 
 
Upcoming meetings: 2/9 & 3/4 
 
Thank you to families who participated in our all 
school Hungry Howie’s Dough-Raiser!  We don’t 
have the exact numbers yet, but we hope to be 
close to our goal of $6,000! 
 
The second quarter Student Council reward dance 
is coming up Friday March 10th.  In order to be eligi-
ble to attend, students must not have received any 
4’s or 5’s on their report cards and they must not 
have had any Options Room visits or office referrals for 2

nd
 Q.  Tickets will 

be sold the week of March 6
th
 after school in the main lobby only.  Tickets 

are $5 in advance, or may be purchased for $7 at the door.   
 
We ask students to dress nicely, and incorporate our “Under the Sea” 
theme. 
 

Please see Mrs. Gruenwald with any questions! 

 



Greetings from NJHS 
 
This month, NJHS members will be preparing and rehearsing for our 2017 Read Across America 
event at the elementary schools on Friday, March 3rd. During this event, our seventh and eighth 
graders read a Dr. Seuss book and teach a lesson to elementary school students. Participating 
students must fill out a field trip form and turn it in to Ms. Butler by Wednesday, February 8th. 
Forms will be available at the NJHS meeting on Wednesday, February 1st and online, following 
the meeting. Also, we are looking for chaperones to drive the students from Parcells to the ele-
mentary schools and back, so please consider volunteering your morning, afternoon, or entire day 
to help us! We’ll need approximately 15 drivers on March 3rd.  
 
The spring Induction Ceremony for new members will be in March. If your student is not a current 
NJHS member but meets our requirements he or she will receive an invitation to apply for mem-
bership. Students must pick up applications outside Ms. Butler’s classroom, B1, complete the ap-
plications in pen, have a parent or guardian sign it, and turn it in by the appropriate day to Ms. But-
ler. Applications will be reviewed by the Faculty Council, and students will be informed whether or 
not their applications were accepted. 
 
As always, please email Ms. Butler at Rachel.butler@gpschools.com with questions. Keep up with 
the latest NJHS news with the Remind app, which sends text messages to your phone or notifica-
tions to your email. Sign up information is on the Parcells NJHS homepage . 
 



PTO Corner 
 

PTO Membership at Registration:  Please consider volunteering for the various events held by the PTO.  Your help is 
always appreciated! 
 
PTO Meetings:  PTO Meetings are open to all parents and are a great way to get involved in your child’s school.  They 
are generally held on the 3rd Monday of the month at 7:00, but some meetings are different due to holiday schedules or 
conflicts.  Please check the school calendar for dates, or send an email to ekin.jeanette@gmail.com for a schedule of 
meetings. 
 
Kroger Cards:   Please register your Kroger Card to benefit the Parcells PTO.  (see instructions)   Even if you signed 
up last year, the enrollment period ended in April and it is necessary to re-register.  This is an easy source of income for 
the PTO and it doesn’t cost you anything! 
 
School Clinic:  The Clinic is in need of volunteers.  Even if it’s only for a few hours, every bit helps.   if you are interest-
ed, please contact Sheri Favenyesi at sfavenyesi@wowway.com.  

 
Kroger Plus Card Support Parcells – Enroll or Renew   

www.kroger.com school id # 91050 
 

 

Parcells is an Evergreen School  

Follow us on: 

mailto:ekin.jeanette@gmail.com
mailto:sfavenyesi@wowway.com






Your Grosse Pointe Public Library 
 

The Grosse Pointe Public School System is grateful for its many community partnerships. To ensure we remain good 
neighbors with our partners in the Grosse Pointe Library System, we would like to take this opportunity to remind pa-
trons of rules that will help us all utilize this community resource to its fullest  
potential. 
 
Just as in school, there are guidelines for behavior and supervision at our local libraries. The library has a document 
entitled “Guidelines on Behavior” that will be enforced. It is available for review at the Youth Desk, but here are a few 
highlights we would appreciate your help in maintaining: 
  
Visiting the Library 

 We encourage all patrons to work together in order to ensure a safe, positive learning environment. 

 Loitering outside the library, or excessive entrance and exit, is disruptive to this environment which is de-
signed to support study, reading and other quiet activities. 

 Please remember the Woods branch parking lot off Mack Avenue is locked during drop-off (7:30-8:30 
a.m.) and pick-up time (2:45-3:30 p.m.) for the safety of our children. 

 Our libraries, particularly the Woods branch, are busiest from 3:15-5:30 p.m., so it may be helpful for oth-
er patrons to visit at non peak hours.  

 Children under the age of 9 cannot be left unattended. Guardians or caregivers must be age 13 or above 
themselves to watch younger students in the library. The library staff is not responsible for supervision of 
your children. Childcare is available for a fee through the GPPSS Kids Club and details can be found at 
www.gpschools.org or by calling 313-432-3067. 

  
Computer Use 

 Students need a valid library card or knowledge of their card number to use computers. 

 Livetutor.com is available free of charge from 3-10 p.m. every day of the week. 

 Computer use is limited to 30 minutes to ensure equitable access. 

 Only one student is allowed to sit at a computer. 

 No food or drinks are allowed at the computer. 

 Students may bring their own earphones to use with computers; the library does not provide these. 

 Printing is available from youth computers for a small fee (10¢ per black and white page, $1 for color). 
  
Working Together 

 An expired library card or excessive fees may prevent patrons from using the computers or borrowing 
materials. 

 Any patron, including students, with a pattern of disruptive behavior will be banned from the library. 

 To keep track of library usage in those busy times, student patrons will be asked to sign in for program-
ming or quiet study using their library card. 

 

Please remember, this is our community library. Working together, parents, students, community members, and li-
brary and school personnel will maintain a positive library environment and experience for all. 
 

http://www.gpschools.org









